Guide to Writing your Article Review

1) If you have not yet finished an Article Summary Sheet, go back and fill one out now.

2) Make sure that your article is specific, and is making an argument.  An “article” from an encyclopedia or web page that lists facts about a disease, event, or phenomena is not appropriate for an article review.  If your article is not making a specific argument or explaining a new set of data about a topic, you should find a new article.

3)  Develop your own position on the topic, so you can be aware of your own bias as you write the article review.  The purpose of an article review is to critique the author’s work and their use of evidence and bias; the purpose of the review is NOT to state whether or not you agree with their viewpoint.

4) Identify sources of evidence and sources of bias in the article.  Using two different forms of highlighting (ie, highlighting evidence and underlining bias) may be helpful.  

5) Consider the source of the article when analyzing bias: for example, websites titled, “The Democratic Science Foundation”, “Citizens Against Canines” or “The Anti-Global Warming Club” would not be reliable sources.  A scientific journal, magazine, or newspaper would be a very reliable source (see website for links).

6) Download the “How to Write an Article Review: Critical Thinking Guide” from the website for more critical thinking questions that will help strengthen your review.

7) Develop a thesis statement.  A thesis statement should be written like:

“Although <summary of your rebuttal>, <statement about your argument> because <reason 1>, <reason 2>, <reason 3>”.

Examples:

Example #1: Although the author makes a persuasive argument for the coming of the Apocalypse, the article remains unconvincing and unreliable due to the author’s lack of evidence and his obvious bias toward the group “Apocalyptic Worriers”

Example #2:  Although the causes of global warming are still subject to debate, the author makes a convincing argument that global warming is beginning to affect the planet, as evidenced by the X University study, the measures of ocean temperatures, and the data from the North Pole.

8) Download the Article Review Template, and follow the guidelines for formatting your article review.  Make sure to delete the example paragraphs as you write.  To edit the header/footer, right-click on the header and select “edit header”.

9) Make sure to include your thesis statement at the end of your first paragraph, and to re-state it in different words in your conclusion.  Your reasons should (roughly) correspond to the topics of each paragraph in your review.

